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A National Network
of Regional
Technology in
Education Consortia

Six funded regional technology in education consortia (R*TEC)
have been established by the U.S. Department of Education
through its Office of Educational Research and Improvement
(OERI) to accelerate school reform initiatives in America’s
schools through the integration of advanced technologies into
the instructional process. The purpose of the consortia listed
below is “to help states, local educational agencies, teachers,
school library and media personnel, administrators and other
education entities successfully integrate advanced technologies
into kindergarten through 12th grade classrooms, library media
centers, and other educational settings (including adult literacy
centers).”
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Consortium

SouthEast and Islands
Regional Technology in
Education Consortium

The SouthEast and Islands Regional
Technology in Education Consortium
(SEIR-TEC) is a partnership of national,
regional and university based
organizations that work collaboratively to
help communities of learners use
technology effectively. SEIR*TEC is part
of a national network of six consortia
funded by the U.S. Department of
Education. It works to provide technology-
related assistance through awareness,
policy development and planning, as well
as staff development and evaluation.
SEIR.TEC serves states, jurisdictions,
school districts, preservice training
institutions, adult and family literacy
programs, and other educational
organizations in: Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West
Virginia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands.
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Message from the Director

This is the first issue of NEWSWIRE. It will be one of several ways the staff and partners of the SEIR*TEC
consortium communicate with the teachers, community members, and others who are our constituents. We
anticipate distributing as much information as we can through as many media as we can, including a print
brochure, telephone Help Line, several CD-ROMs, and a World Wide Web site. Such variety is necessary
because we wish to reach as many people as possible, and not every teacher or school is yet equipped to use the
Internet or multi-media systems. There is a need for us to open as many doors as we can to share successful
practices.

The legislation which created the six Regional Technology Consortia across the nation focused heavily on the
integration of technology in the school curriculum. Embedded in the design was the assumption that if we are
truly to accomplish that goal, it is necessary to develop effective methods for the integration of technology in
teaching and learning. We will be focused on this in our plans and services. We will seek to meet the educa-
tional needs of the children, which are broad in scope, deep in intensity, and demand solutions. There are
effective means of addressing those needs, and regional collaborative support agencies are a key method of
successful delivery of solutions.

Those of you who are participating in project activities will find yourselves and your school included in the
dissemination of effective practices through portrayal in print, CD, and the Web. The consortium members are
pleased to have the opportunity to describe for the broad audience what many teachers already are accomplish-
ing in the direction of integration. I hope you are as eager to share as we are to provide the avenues. I look
forward to pursuing with you, during the next four years, the goal of using technology as an integral and
indispensable part of daily work and progress by all teachers and learners. [J

Don Holznagel

Director,
SouthEast and Islands Regional Technology in Education Consortium

SEIRLITEC Book Review

by David Foster

New Community Networks: Wired for ChangBouglas Schuler. “ ’flm[['
ACM Press. 528 pages. Indexed. $26.85 paper. (1996)

“Communities are the right scale for many human endeavors,” writes Douglas Schuler in the preface of New
Community Networks: Wired for Change. Schuler’s community is not the classical “and static” community, but
a “new type of community that combines aspects of old and new.” And to take advantage of their hybrid vigor,
Schuler asserts that such communities must develop an important community resource—community computer
networks.

As a matter of fact, community networks supported by computer bulletin board systems (BBSs) or the Internet
are springing up around the country and around the globe. Communities are using computer telecommunica-
tions capabilities to support dialogue, interaction, accountability, education, entertainment, community services,
and government and to promote economic development, information dissemination, and cultural activities.
These factors make New Community Networks timely. And since Schuler looks at communities and the issues
of community development and not at technology for technology’s sake, his book will remain a valuable source
of ideas well beyond the next networking innovation or breakthrough in broadband services.

Continued on page 7
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Directory of SEIRLITEC Committees

Steering Committee

Ms. Jennifer Burke

Southern Regional Education
Board (SREB)

592 Tenth Street, NW

Atlanta, GA 30318-5790

phone: (404) 875-9211

fax: (404) 872-1477

email: jburke@sreb.org

Dr. Glen Harvey

Learning Innovations

91 Montvale Ave.

Stoneham, MA 02180
phone: (617) 279-8205

fax: (617) 279-8220

email: gharvey@wested.org

Ms. Kathryn Hilts
Appalachia Educational
Laboratory (AEL)
1031 Quarrier St.
Charleston, WV 25325
phone: (304) 347-0453
or (800) 624-9120
fax: (304) 347-0487
email: hiltsk@ael.org

Mr. Don Holznagel
SEIRTEC Director
SouthEastern Regional Vision for
Education (SERVE)
41 Marietta Street, Suite 1000
Atlanta, GA 30303
phone: (404)-893-0100
or (800) 659-3204
fax: (404) 577-7812
email: dholznag@serve.org

Dr. Christopher Hopey

National Center on Adult Literacy
(NCAL)

University of Pennsylvania

3910 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-3111

phone: (215) 898-2100

fax: (215) 898-9804

email: hopey@literacy.upenn.edu

Dr. Deborah V. Jolly
Southwest Educational

Development Laboratory (SEDL)

211 East 7th Street

Austin, Texas 78701-3281
phone: (512) 476-6861 ext. 213
fax: (512) 476-2286

email: djolly@sedl.org

Dr. Pat Kusimo
Appalachia Educational
Laboratory (AEL)
1031 Quarrier St.
Charleston, WV 25325
phone: (304) 347-0400
or (800) 624-9120
fax: (304) 347-0487
email: kusimop@ael.org

Dr. Gail West

Center for Educational Research
and Development

College of Education

Univ. of Central Florida, ED 220

Orlando, FL 32816

phone: (407) 823-5695

fax: (407) 823-0052

email: westg@mail.firn.edu

Dr. Jean Williams

SouthEastern Regional Vision for
Education (SERVE)

P.O. Box 5406

Greensboro, NC 27435

phone: (910) 334-4667

fax: (910) 334-4671

email: jwilliam@serve.org

OERI Monitor:

Ms. Deborah Williams

U.S. Dept. of Education
OERI/SLSD

555 New Jersey Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20208-5644
phone: (202) 219-2204

fax: (202) 219-2198

email: Deborah Williams@ed.gov
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Technology Advisory
Committee

Dr. Ron Wright

Education Technology Specialist
Alabama Department of Education
Gordon Persons Building

50 North Ripley Street
Montgomery, AL 36130-3901
phone: (334) 242-9594

fax: (334) 335-5886

email: rwright@sdenet.alsde.edu

Dr. Charles Watson

Manager, Special Projects
Arkansas Department of Education
4 State Capitol Mall, Room 107-A
Little Rock, AK 72201-1071
phone: (501) 682-4474

fax: (501) 682-4886

email: cwatson@arkedu.ar.us

Dr. Peter Lenkway

Project Manager for Instructional
Technology

Office of Educational Technology

Florida Education Center - 501B

325 West Gaines Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400

phone: (904) 488-0980

fax: (904) 488-3691

email: lenkwap@mail.firn.edu

Mr. Bailey Mitchell

Director of Instructional Technology
Georgia Department of Education

1966 Twin Towers East

Atlanta, GA 30334-5001

phone: (404) 656-2521

fax: (404) 657-6822

email: bmitchel@gadoe.gac.peachnet.edu



Ms. Lydia Wells-Sledge

Director, Customer Support Services
Office of Education Technology
Kentucky Department of Education
Capital Plaza Tower

500 Metro Street, Room 115
Frankfort, KY 40601

phone: (502) 564-7168

fax: (504) 564-6470

email: Isledge@kde.state ky.us

Dr. Helen Soulé

Director of Educational Technology
Mississippi Dept. of Education
P.0.Box 771

Jackson, MS 39205-0771

phone: (601) 359-3954

fax: (601) 359-2587

email: hsoule@mdek12.state.ms.us

Ms. Elsie L. Brumback

Director, Instructional Technology

North Carolina Dept. of Public
Instruction

301 North Wilmington Street

Raleigh, NC 27601-2825

phone: (919) 715-1530

fax: (919) 733-4762

email: ebrumbac(@dpi.state.nc.us

Dr. Dave Altus

Director of Instructional
Technology

South Carolina Dept. of Education

1429 Senate Street, Room 513

Columbia, SC 29201

phone: (803) 734-3079

fax: (803) 734-8661

email: daltus@sde.state.sc.us

Ms. Mary Twaler-Dams

Director of 21st Century Training

Tennessee State Dept .of Education

Office of Training and Professional
Development

7th Floor, Andrew Johnson Tower

710 James Robertson Parkway

Nashville, TN 37243-0376

phone: (615) 532-1248

fax: (615) 741-1837

email: damsm@ten-nash.ten.k12.tn.us

Dr. Ida J. Hill

Division Chief for Technology
Commonwealth of Virginia
Department of Education
Post Office Box 2120
Richmond, VA 28216-2120
phone: (804) 225-2757

fax: (804) 786-5389

email: ihill@pen.k12.va.us

Dr. Clinton Stapleton

Director of Multimedia Technology
St. Thomas Curriculum Center
44-46 Knogens Gade

St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00802
phone: (806) 775-2250 ext. 234
fax: (809) 777-3673 or 775-7381
email: cstaple@teacher.uvi.edu

Ms. Brenda Williams

Executive Director

West Virginia Dept. of Education

Office of Technology and
Information Systems

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Bldg. 6,
Rm. 346

Charleston, WV 25305-0330

phone: (304) 558-7880

fax: (304) 558-2584

email: brendaw@access.k12.wv.us

Teacher Advisory
Committee

Arkansas

Mrs. Lin Hatch

Librarian - Media Specialist
Pocahontas High School

2312 Stadium Drive
Pocahontas, AR 72455

phone: (501) 892-4573 ext. 251
fax: (501) 892-8857

email: Ihatch@pokey.k12.ar.us

Ms. Karen Williams
Northside High School
2301 North B Street
Fort Smith, AR 72901
phone: (501) 783-1171
fax: (501) 785-0117

email: kwilliam@nside.fssc.k12.ar.us
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Florida

Debbi Barrett-Hayes

Florida State University School
FSUS/FSU-3025

Tallahassee, FL 30306-3025
phone: (904) 644-2244

fax: (904) 644-8641

email: dbarrett@mailer.firn

Fran Rossi

Laurel Nokomis School
1900 East Laurel Road
Nokomis, FL 34275-3212
Phone: (941) 486-2092

fax: (941) 486-2013

email: RossiF@mail.firn.edu

Georgia

Laurie Pate

Meriwether County

P.O. Box 70, Resource Center
Greenville, GA 30222

phone: (706) 672-1941

fax: (706) 637-9112

email: lauriep8(@mindspring.com

Kentucky

Marsha Maupin

Silver Creek Elementary

Madison County School District

75 Old US 25

Berea, KY 40403

phone: (606) 986-4991

fax: (606) 986-1932

email: mmaupin@madison.k12 ky.us

Donna Brown

Waggner Traditional High School

330 S. Hubbards Lane

Louisville, KY 40207

phone: (502) 485-8340

fax: (502) 485-8140

email: dbrown@lydon.jefferson.k12.ky.us



Louisiana

Ms. Kathleen Duplantier

Project Director

Abita Springs Elementary School
P.O. Box 427

Abita Springs, LA 70420
phone: (504) 892-8184

Ms. Grace LeMieux
Fisk-Howard Elementary School
211 South Lopez Street

New Orleans, LA 70119
phone: (504) 827-4559

fax: (504) 827-4561

email: glemi31054@aol.cop

Mississippi

Jean Jeff

Clinton High School
401 Arrow Drive
Clinton, MS 39056
phone: (601) 924-5656
fax: (601) 924-4622
email: jjeff@teclink.net

Wilda Pounds

Booneville Middle School
P.O.Box 154

Booneville, MS 38827

phone: (601) 728-8547

fax: (601) 728-2427

email: wpounds@tsixroads.com

North Carolina

Phyllis Fowler

Central Middle School
Martin Luther King Blvd.
Whiteville, NC 28472

phone: (910) 642-3546

fax: (910) 642-7484

email: pwfowler@weblnk.net

Shannon Carroll
Watauga High School
400 High School Drive
Boone, NC 28607
phone: (704) 264-2408
or (704) 268-5620
fax: (704) 264-9030
email: carrolsb@appstate.edu

Puerto Rico

Eugenia Pérez

Escuela Elemental Rafael Lopez
Sicardé

Calle Lince, Dos Pinos

San Juan, PR 00923

phone: (787) 763-1798

fax: (787) 763-1798

email: lopezsic@coqui.net

Nadja Cruz

Escuela Elemental Antonio S.
Pedreira

Calle Argel, Esq. Andorra

Puerto Nuevo

San Juan, PR

phone: (787) 782-1030

fax: (787) 782-1030

South Carolina

Bill Gaskins

Rosemary Middle School

613 Jones Street

Andrews, SC 29510

phone: (803) 264-3404

fax: (803) 264-8822

email: BGaskins@InfoAve.Net

Barbara Bolger

Lincoln High School

714 Lincoln Road

McClellansville, SC 29458

phone: (803) 577-0970 or
(803) 887-3145 (classroom)

fax: (803) 887-3116

email: bbolger@bbs.serve.org

Tennessee

Jean Wills

East Side Elementary

1315 East Jefferson

Brownsville, TN 38012

phone: (901) 722-1233

fax: (901) 772-3275

email: willsj1@ten-nash.tn.k12.tn.us
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Albert Simmons

Humboldt City Schools

2600 Viking Drive

Humboldt, TN 38343

phone: (901) 784-2521

fax: (901) 784-1331

email: simmonsal@ten-nash.k12.tn.us

Virgin Islands

Ejnar McClean

M. J. Kirwan Elementary

P.O. Box 7903

St. Thomas, VI 00801

phone: (809) 774-3382

fax: (809) 774-9866

email: emcclea@teacher.uvi.edu

Eunice Gumbs

Ricardo Richards Elementary
Route 2, Kings Hill

St. Croix, US VI 00850

phone: (809) 778-0612

fax: (809) 778-0751

email: egumbs@teacher.uvi.edu

Virginia

Marc Dolbier

Walker Grant School

1 Learning Lane
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
phone: (540) 372-1145

fax: (540) 891-5449
email: wgms(@erols.com

Mary C. Haley

Charles City Middle School
10035 Courthouse Road
Charles City, VA 23030

phone: (804) 829-9252

fax: (804) 829-2363

email: mchaley@pen.k12.va.us

West Virginia

Brenda Owens

Switchback Elementary School
Drawer E

Maybeury, WV 24861

phone: (304) 827-4205

fax: (304) 827-4665

email: owensb@ael.org



Julia Hutchison

#7 Young Court

Huntington, WV 25705

phone: (304) 522-0994

fax: (304) 697-4521

email: jahutchi@access.k12.wv.us

Higher Education
Advisory Committee

Dr. Susan Bannon

Director, Learning Resource Center
College of Education

Auburn University

3402 Haley Center

Auburn, AL 36849

phone: (334) 844-4291

fax: (334) 844-5785

email: banosh@mail.auburn.edu

Mr. Clarence Durand
Director of Computer and
Communication Services
Henderson State University
P.O.Box 7732
Arkadelphia, AK 71999
phone: (501) 230-5309
or (501) 230-5146
fax: (501) 230-5144
email: durandc@oaks.hsu.edu

Dr. Peggy Roblyer

Professor

Florida A&M University
College of Education
Tallahassee, FL. 599-3088
fax: (904) 668-0000

email: roblyep@mail.firn.edu

Dr. F. D. Toth

Dean

Valdosta State University

School of Education

Valdosta, GA 31698

phone: (912) 333-5925

fax: (912) 333-7167

email: fdtoth@grits.valdosta.tachnet.edu

Dr. Willis Johnson
Professor

Murray State University
College of Education
Murray, KY 42071-3305
phone: (502) 762-2539
fax: (502) 762-3889
email: 902622 @musmusic

Dr. Hines Cronin

Director of Field Experience and
Coordinator of Teacher Education

Delta State University

P.O.Box 3121

Cleveland, MS 38733

phone: (601) 846-4405

fax: (601) 846-4402

email: chcronin@dsu.deltast.edu

Ms. Jean Camp

Coordinator of Instructional
Technology

School of Education

The University of North Carolina at
Greensboro

328 Curry Building

Greensboro, NC 27412

phone: (910) 334-3402

fax: (910) 334-4120

email: jscamp@dewey.uncg.com

Dr. Luis M. de Jesus

University of Puerto Rico

Rio Piedras Campus

College of Education

Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00926
phone: (787) 753-7700

fax: (787) 766-4578

email: ldjesus@caribe.net

Dr. Ed Dickey

Professor

University of South Carolina
College of Education
Columbia, SC 29208

phone: (803) 777-6235

fax: (803) 777-3193

email: ed.dickey@sc.edu
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Dr. Judi Mathis-Johnson

Faculty Development Specialist
College of Education

Longwood College

201 High Street

Farmville, VA 23909

phone: (804) 395-2872

fax: (804) 598-6128

email: jmathisj@longwood.lwc.edu

Ms. Sandra Murrell

Associate Professor

Shelby State Community College
P.O. Box 40568

Memphis, TN 38174-0568
phone: (901) 544-5249

fax: (901) 544-5244

Dr. Robert Nicholls

Assistant Professor

University of the Virgin Islands
Division of Education

St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00802
phone: (809) 693-1184

fax: (809) 693-1185

email: nicholl@jazz.uvi.edu

Dr. Jean Applegate

Dean

College of Human Resources and
Education

West Virginia University

P.O.Box 6122

Morgantown, WV 26506-6122

phone: (304) 293-5703

fax: (304) 293-7534

email: jhapple@wvnvm.wvnet.net

Dr. Carol Whelan

Associate Professor/Director

Educational Technology Review
Center

University of Southwestern
Louisiana

P.O.Box 42051

Lafayette, LA 70504-2051

phone: (318) 482-5903

fax: (318) 482-5904

email: cwhelan@usl.edu
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Schuler is concerned about education, health care, government, culture, economic equity, and—especially—
democracy. Many of his ideas address educators’ concerns such as cooperative group learning, life-long learn-
ing, systemic reform, critical thinking, school-linked services, engaged learning, learning communities, and an
entire spectrum of equity issues. Schuler envisions community networks that support an “educational system
[designed] to help every individual develop intellectual independence and a sense of empowerment”; he states
that “any community network that is intended to support the community must help address the crisis in equity
and access in education.”

Schuler brings impressive credentials to his topic. A software engineer, Schuler has worked on the social issues
of computing for nearly 15 years. Current chair of Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility, he helped
found the Seattle Community Network. He is credited by Apple librarian Steve Cisler with writing “the defini-
tive article on community networks.”

Schuler’s book is not armchair reading. The author is concerned about the state of post-Cold War society. He
argues that the so-called peace dividend has evaporated and that democracy, which he views as a key tool for
public deliberation and decision-making, is “increasingly misunderstood, underused, irrelevant, and blunt.”

But Schuler is a self-proclaimed “meliorist,” a person who believes that society has an innate tendency toward
improvement and that this tendency may be furthered through conscious human effort. He describes communi-
ties as “the heart, the soul, the nervous system, and the lifeblood of human society” and stresses they are the
“right scale” for many human endeavors. Although Schuler senses that a certain malaise and lack of identity—a
certain existential nausea—have swept our society, he feels that communities and technology just may offer the
prescription for a cure.

To this end, Schuler examines six core societal values: conviviality and culture; education; strong democracy;
health and human services; economic equity, opportunity, and sustainability; and information and communica-
tion. He illustrates these concepts with in-depth analyses of functioning community computer networks and
discusses the implications that technology and community networking have for the future. An especially useful
chapter deconstructs the stages in the life-cycle of a community network. Finally, Schuler includes an extensive
set of additional resources culled from print and electronic media.

Community Networking and Education

Schuler is clearly hostile to institutionalized education, which he describes as “intellectually stultifying” and
“like a prison sentence.” As an alternative he advocates individualized education where respect for the student is
a given; an approach to the three Rs that includes listening, speaking, and new media-based forms of communi-
cation; critical-thinking skills; and a process that supports “exploration and development of new syntheses,
paradigms, and perspectives.” Computer networks, Schuler points out, are especially suited for this type of
learning because information and resources can be freely disseminated over a distance to selected or diffuse
groups of people. Equally important are the growing and powerful new technologies that support a broad
spectrum of collaborative activities.

Lest this seem pat, Schuler provides pragmatic examples that support his proposals. He describes how networks
can provide homework help, resources for rural schools, forums to engage students while they hone communi-
cations and critical-thinking skills, and other relevant, engaging educational environments. The reader learns
about some great educationally constructivist Internet resources such as the Science Learning Network and the
Academy One program.

Schuler feels that the community must support education and that education must support the community. And
he concludes that “we can go further in the direction of establishing an educational system that is responsive to
people’s needs: a university that is universal—education for everyone, everywhere.”

And What of the Future?

Schuler asserts that “technology should serve culture and society—not the other way around!” And he envisions
people using computer networks in ways that support culture and society.

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7

Today, computer networks such as the Internet are creating a powerful synergy among globally linked individu-
als who are empowered by computers. On the horizon are further technological advances: inexpensive band-
width that will provide richer, more powerful virtual worlds; hardware that will have built-in intelligent agents
and powerful, economical multimedia capabilities; and software that will deliver information that updates itself
and knows how to be found by those who need it.

These enormous leaps in bandwidth, imaging, and computer intelligence will provide better, more accurate
virtual representations of the real world. They will introduce tremendous sophistication to virtual communities
while making them more appealing to larger numbers of people than they are now. Technology will offer even
more exciting ways to reinvigorate our communities—and this will make Schuler’s ideas for community net-
works more relevant, more important, and more easily achieved than they are today. [

Originally published in SEDLetter, Vol. 9, Number 3, August 1996, pp. 14-15. http://www.sedl.org/pubs/sedletter/welcome.html

More Resources

» The Science Learning Network » Addison-Wesley Publishing Company
Constructivist Internet resources for educators Purchasing information for New Community Networks
http://www.sIn.org/index.html http://www.aw.com/

» The Morino Institute » The Community Network Movement
Advocates of community empowerment through http://www.scn.org/ip/commnet/home.html

electronic networks. http://www.morino.org/
Has a Web site for Schuler’s book at
http://www.scn.org/ip/ commnet/ncn.htm

» Schuler’s groundbreaking paperCommunity Networks: Building a New Participatory Medium
http://www.cpn.org/sections/topics/networking/civic_perspectives/comm_networks.html
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